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of this treaty,* and that, in the mean time, all preparations
were hastening for an early campaign," &c.

Her Majesty's endeavours towards this great work having
been in such a forwardness at the time that her message
was sent, I shall here, as in the most proper place, relate
the several steps by which the intercourse between the courts
of France and Britain was begun and carried on.

The Marquis de Torcy,1 sent by the Most Christian King
to The Hague, had there, in the year one thousand seven
hundred and nine, made very advantageous offers to the
allies, in his master's name; which our ministers, as well as
those of the States, thought fit to refuse, and advanced
other proposals in their stead, but of such a nature as no
prince could digest, who did not lie at the immediate mercy
of his enemies. It was demanded, among other things,
" That the French King should employ his own troops, in
conjunction with those of the allies, to drive his grandson
out of Spain." The proposers knew very well, that the
enemy would never consent to this ; and if it were possible
they could at first have any such hopes, Mons. de Torcy
assured them to the contrary, in a manner which might well
be believed; for then the British and Dutch plenipo-
tentiaries were drawing up their demands. They desired
that minister to assist them in the style and expression ;
which he very readily did, and made use of the strongest
words he could find to please them. He then insisted to
know their last resolution, whether these were the lowest
terms the allies would accept; and having received a deter-
minate answer in the affirmative, he spoke to this effect :

" That he thanked them heartily for giving him the hap-
piest day he had ever seen in his life: that, in perfect
obedience to his master, he had made concessions, in his
own opinion, highly derogatory to the King's honour and
interest: that he had not concealed the difficulties of his
court, or the discontents of his country, by a long and
unsuccessful war, which could only justify the large offers
he had been empowered to make: that the conditions of
peace, now delivered into his hands by the allies, would
raise a new spirit in the nation, and remove the greatest

1 Jean Baptiste Colbert (1665-1746)5 Marquis de Torcy, was nephew
of the celebrated Colbert. [W. S. J.]